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WHY WOULD one hundred and sixty-eight bowlers choose to
spend a beautiful July weekend in Coventry? OK, so they

couldn’t guarantee it would be really hot outside, but
the odds would be fairly short, even in
England.Eric Hayton was invited to find i
out exactly what the Sportsmanship

Games are all about.

RE THEY England’s elite bat-
tling it out for places in next
year's team, or maybe

juniors struggling to raise
their average in the Merit Table? No!
Well, has it got a mega prize fund with
huge sponsorship? Again, no. It must
have something, surely.

The bowlers are a mix of people from all
over the country, with varying experience of
bowling and at a very wide range of ability,
and most are BTBA members. Most of them
have played most of the tournaments, which
began at Derby, Between them they have
kept one of bowling's best kept secrets -
they are all hooked on a tournament run by
Diane |oyce since 1995,

There are no cash prizes - none, not a
pEHTI:".

It makes no difference to the bowlers,
they re here for the crack of competing
against each other and having fun. Twa
days of bowling, 12 games each person, sin-
gles, doubles, trios, fives (plus 6th man sin-
gles), team & individual all-events, all with
handicap and scratch sections - absolutely
loads of medals to be spread around.

With an 80% No-limit handicap based on
210 scratch average, everyone can be com-
petitive,

That is the key to the success of the
event

It is competitive. Everyone wants to win,
but they want to have fun doing it. That can
be seen from the (maginative shirt designs -
Star Trek T5G (The Silly Generation) with the

characters
names Fuﬂnﬂﬂ
to death (A-
whore-A =
Ahural) to the
Herts of Gold and
FRIENDS teams
having a list of the
Sportsmanship
Cames PTEVIOUS tour
stops listed.

The handicaps
ranged from just
eight pins per game
for Swindon's Tony
Stephens 1o an enor-
mous 83 per game for Derby Strikers’
Charlotte Clark.

And the story of this tournament is not
about Tony (sorry mate), it's about
Charlotte

Twenty-one year ald Charlotte is the
girlfriend of Adam Booker, who has been
invelved in bowling for years at Derby.
Adam took her along to last year's event at
Blackpoal, and Charlotte basically she
decided, "to start bowling, because the
bowlers at Blackpool had so much fun. This
is a team effort and you need to have a
laugh. If you can’t beat "em, join 'em!”

She has been bowling for just one year
now, playing one league a week and has got
an average just over oo, a personal best
series around 430, and a high game of 156

Her preparation for the tournament was
basically not to bowl very much in the last
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three maonths, as her studies in nursing at
john Moore’s in Liverpoal interfered. She
hoped to achieve one or two goals during
the event - her first zoo, beating some of
team-mates scratch, maybe even win a
medal, but mostly she wanted to find out
what the bowling buzz is all about in her
first ever tournament.

Charlotte cbviously enjoyed herself dur-
ing the first three events, even bowling the
low game of 8y, but her moment of glory
came in the 6th Man singles. With her whole
teamn cheering her on, she began with a
strike, and continued to keep the adrenaline
high going to shoot her pb game of 158, and
was in line for a medal right up to her last
ball of the set of 413, despite the odd gutter
ball. "That was brilliant,” she said, "all my
team-mates cheering me on. Fantastic!”

There were some other personal bests

bowled - Claire McVeigh of
Meggie Minglers rolled her
first ever deuce, a 218, and
Steve Wedgbury his first
600, Martin Truwbr-dge
fram Bits & Pieces spared
the 4-7-10 split twice in
his 12 games,
| walked in to the
bowl on Sunday maorn-
ing. after a good night
at the Coventry Hilton,
expecting to see
some very
‘worse-for-
wear’

bowlers
who had
celebrated
the ﬂ|gh1
away at the
disco, Sad to
say, they all
looked a lit-
1le too
good, at
least to
start with,
though
there were
some who
paid the price
later. Obwviously
this lot are well
experienced in both
partying and bowling
The bowlers also have
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the chance to vote for the
‘Good Sport”, and this
year they voted for Pete
Adcock, who has been
"trying for years'
according to Diane
loyce. He began cam-
paigning right from the
start with his jester's
cap. Eventually he must
have worn down his "con-
stituency’ to poll enough
votes to beat other worthies.
This tournament proves the old
adage - You only get out of something as
much as you're prepared to put in, Fun
events can pull bowlers into the sport -
Charlotte is the proof. - Thanks bowlers.

AFTERWORD

If you're thinking about running an event
like this - be warned - it can get a bit com-
plicated applying the rule that says you can
only win either one handicap or scratch
prize in each event (which is a good rule)
The scratch bowlers section is addressed
first, Check first to see if the scratch winner
Is in the top three of the h'cap, eliminate if
necessary. And so on. This means that you
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could finish as low as sixth in the handicap
section and still win a medal, Charlotte's
‘6th Man Singles’ effort actually put her in
seventh place a few pins off a medal. Check
the 6th Man results to see what | mean. One
other point to note, Ladies and Men are
treated equally, no separate prizes, no dis-
crimination!

| said that the event Is competitive - 19
of the 28 teams ended with at least one
medal

Nate to centre manager Nell Hannigan -
| keep my promises! Evervone should know
he bowled a miserable 432 (506 including
handicap) in the singles,

On a personal note: sorry to all the
bowlers we didn't manage to fit in with their
photes. I'm sure there must be some good
ones amaongst all the ones you took with the
team cameras given to you by Diane,

Unafficially the event may be going to
Nottingham next july for a special
Millennium running, which would allow
another 16 teams to enter. One more thing,
when you first play the Sportsmanship you
become an official 'Virgin® for the event, no
matter what your age or experience,

Go Tenpin will be there, but just for fun.
oK?




